
Gran Paradiso - Vanoise, 
a common alpine work



Historical backgrounds

– The Parco nazionale Gran Paradiso, first Italian national 
park created in 1922

– The National park of Vanoise, first French national park 
created in 1963

– Alpine ibex, Golden eagle, Bearded vulture: famous 
local border crossing animals
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Geographical
and ecological facts

The territories of the two parks form one of the biggest 
protected areas in Europe (1250 km2 legally protected 
area and 2700 km2 including the adhesion area of the 
Vanoise)



Geographical
and ecological facts

Similarities:
– high mountain area,
– complex geology,
– fauna,
– common past until 1860

Differences :
– linguistics,
– administrative,
– political,
– economic
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Abundant historical actions
between the two parks

– Since 1984, common rounds and exchanges of guards
– Since 1986, working groups and common field actions
– Since 1987, sport meetings, preceding the Danilo Re Trophy!

But also:
– school exchanges (since 1990)
– tourist map (1993)
– path of the Col de la Lose (1993)
– guides training (since 1994)









A neighborhood charter

• Signed on October 9th, 1999
• Will of a common policy of protection of the habitats, 

biotopes and species in conformity with the 
international law

• Engagement in a programme with three objectives:
- improving relation between staff and institutions,
- sharing management practices,
- promote quality nature tourism

• Achievements (Interreg and ibex conference , meeting 
between hostesses and guides…)



A reinforced co-operation in 2008

– Creation of a full-time “international relations” mission
– thematical working groups
– Annual collective meetings of coordination
– Study trips for elected officials, professionals, 

administrators
– An Italian course for the French agents
– Several collective projects of international width 

(Interreg, Geopark, single European Diploma, World 
heritage)





Reglementation
and Alpine convention

– The laws and regulations of the two parks contribute 
already largely to the objectives of Alpine convention

– The French law of 2006 relating to the National parks 
introduces the concept of ecological continuity in 
particular by bonds of trans-border solidarity



Coherent actions with the protocols 
of alpine Convention

Actions coherent with the protocols of the Alpine convention.
The Alpine convention, a major stage for the reinforcement of 
a common policy between the two parks, in particular by two 
protocols:





Fauna monitoring
(ibex, chamois, bearded vulture)





Botanical working group





Chanoussia alpine garden
(Aosta valley)



Implementation of the regulation





Transboundary education



Radio communication





Meeting on installations and equipment
for disabled persons



Public events
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A common team during
the Danilo Re Trophy



A common team after
the Danilo Re Trophy



Merci pour votre attention
Grazie per la vostra attenzione
Thank you for your attention

Danke für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit


