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Green Infrastructure

In a nutshell

Green infrastructure is designed to
connect natural and semi-natural areas
to form coherent, strategically planned
ecological networks. These networks of
green (land) and blue (water) spaces
should be designed to deliver a wide
range of ecosystem services, such as
water purification, air quality, space for
recreation and climate mitigation and
adaptation. They can improve environmental
conditions and therefore citizens'
quality of life and health in the Alps.

In practice

By reconnecting existing fragmented
natural areas and restoring degraded
habitats, green infrastructure measures
can provide substantial added value to
the Alpine ecosystems and biodiversity.

see ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems
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EUSALP - EU Strategy for
the Alpine Region

The Alpine area is composed of territories
with contrasting demographic, social and
economic trends and significant cultural
and linguistic diversity. This diversity
includes a  variety of govemance
systems and traditions. Both the shared
values and varied perspectives within the
Alpine area necessitate the identification
of common goals as well as the effective
implementation of these goals through
transnational  collaboration. EUSALP
constitutes an Alpine strategic agenda
that guides relevant policy instruments at
EU, national and regional level, by closely
aligning and mutually reinforcing them.

www.alpine-region.eu
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ABNZ2030 analyses existing barriers to
ecological connectivity both in and
around the Alps in order to develop
concrete measures that overcome
these obstacles.

ABN2030 employs a standardized software,
called JECAMI, to assess connectivity and
train practitioners.

Jecami | www.jecami.eu

ABN2030 allows important stakeholder
groups to define a common Alpine
wildlife management strategy and to
identify remaining permeable landscape
patches and interlinked habitats for
specific use as wildlife comidors. It
analyses social factors' importance to the
acceptance of ecological connectivity and
proposes an Alpine mediation strategy on
human-nature coexistence.
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Fields of Action

ABN2030 conceptually links urban & rural
areas of the Alps by proposing a
permeability concept between densely
populated inner Alpine valleys and remote
rural areas. It serves as interface and
incubator for ecological connectivity to a
macro-regional scale — by integrating
EUSALP & Green infrastructure activities.

ABN2030 creates the conceptual
approach for Strategic Alpine Connectivity
Areas (SACA), thus paving the way for an
Alps-wide connectivity strategy.

ABN2030 links its activities to the EU's green
infrastructure concept by cooperating with
the metropolitan areas around the Alps
(within EUSALP perimeter) and defining
measures for further enhancing ecological
connectivity towards the Alps and to raise
awarenessfor'rtinthec‘rties.
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Project Results

1. The targeted administrations and stakeholders
become familiar with issues, concepts and tools,
which facilitates the coordination of ecological
connectivity strategies based on SACA (within the
EUSALP perimeter).

2. A concept for a transnational wildlife strategy is
provided, which increases the understanding of the
need to manage wildlife transnationally in
accordance with scientific findings.

3. A common definition of priorities for ecological
connecivity coordination between Alpine Convention
and EUSALP institutions and players is made
available,

|71 Project Working Regions
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Future Scenarios for Alpine EC

P Berchtesgaden

ECA

Intervention

Ecological
Area

CRA

What is a SACA ?

The development of Strategic Alpine Connectivity
Areas (SACA) is a crucial element of ABN2030 and
of special importance for the Alps on their way of
becoming a future model of ecological connectivity
(EQ). The project will provide "recommendations to
act" for conservation policy and put concrete
measures into practice for different types of SACA
(CRA, EIA, ECA). A step necessary to be taken, if
Alpine connectivity is to be significantly
improved.



