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The Continuum Project: catalyzing 
and multiplying connectivity
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The Alps – a biodiversity hotspot…
• Seite voll mit vielen verschiedenen Fotos von 

Pflanzen, Tieren etc
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… with a few problems 

14 million inhabitants, 120 mio. visitors
fragmentation of the landscape and urban sprawl
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Distribution of nature reserves and National Park core
areas on the different altitudes
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… and an ever warmer climate

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/05/Bachforelle_Stadtbach.JPG
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Preserving and connecting habitats across the Alps

German Tamarisk: near to 
nature streaming waters

Eurasian Wryneck: variegated cultural
landscapes

Amphibians: connected wetlandsLynx: vast, near to nature 
forests
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Ecological networks – 3 cross-Alpine initiatives

• CBD, PEEN, national, regional and local approaches

• Article 12 of the Protocol on the Conservation of Nature of 
the Alpine Convention 
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basis, initiate pilot regions, 
starting the alpine-wide public
discussion, long-term
perspective

private – public partnership, 
implementation in pilot regions

political support
Platform
Ecological Network
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Ecological Continuum Project 

• since mid 2007

• 4 partners: protected areas, scientists, NGOs

• donor: MAVA Foundation for Nature/CH
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Existing and planned instruments
• analysis of existing methods 
• guidelines that provide a common approach 
• catalogue of measures 
• PR: alpine-ecological-network.org, articles, events, 

brochure, fact sheets, campaign IYB 2010
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Networking stakeholders
• connecting partners and setting up ECONNECT
• Setting up the pilot regions
• implementing a think tank 
• online database of experts and projects
• leading role in the work of the Platform
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Conclusion: Crossing barriers…
• between living spaces
• between sectors
• between administrative and legal requirements from 

local to European level
• inside people’s minds
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We have to work together…
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... for preserving the biodiversity hotspot Alps

Aurelia Ullrich, aurelia.ullrich@cipra.org
www.alpine-ecological-network.org

http://www.alpine-ecological-network.org/
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