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Umweltbüro Klagenfurt:

• Private company in Klagenfurt/Austria

• About 25 Experts for environmental consulting 
and planning

• Different fields of work:
• Nature protection management

• Environmental assessment 

• Alpine pastures

• Regional development

• Natural hazard management

• River ecology 
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References:

• MAREMA – MAnaging REgional MAnagement

2003-2005, Interreg IIIC

• ERA – Eco Regio Alpe Adria
2004 – 2008, Interreg III A

• My Featured Space 2025
2009-2011, LEADER und Nationale Mittel

• Nature Experience Borderless
2009-2012, Interreg IV A, AT-SLO 
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My Featured Space 2025

• Research projekt with 40 students from 7 schools 
in AT, ITA + SLO

• Research topic: what will young people of today 
need in the future to live and work in rural 
regions?

• Method: Video-interviews + Sensitivity Analysis 
(Frederic Vester) 

• Output: online Comutergame, scenarios, pilot 
actions

• Projektbudget: 230.000,- €
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My featured Space 2025

• Forschungsprojekt mit 40 SchülerInnen aus 7 
Schulen in AT, ITA und Slo

• Forschungsfrage: Was brauchen junge 
Menschen, damit sie in 10 Jahren in ländlichen 
Regionen leben und arbeiten?

• Workshops zur methodischen Anleitung

• Output: Comuterspiel und Szenarien, 
Projektarbeiten
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Nature Experience Borderless

• Strengthening rural regions with large protected 
areas
• Marketing + CB- touristic packages

• Infrastructure development in protected areas 

• Qualification and awareness

• 17 Partners

• Interreg IV A    SI-AT

• Projektbudget: 2.1 Mio €



Economic and Social Impacts of Protected Areas on Rural Regions

University Lecture

� University of Natural Resources 
and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna

� „Effects of large protected areas on 
development of rural regions“ 2006-2009

� Output: 

- around 15 Diploma theses on several regions

- Synopsis for Austrian Ministery of Environment
„Protected Areas Strengthening Rural Regions“
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What is it about?
� National parks and other nature protection 

areas are well monitored when it comes to 
ecological issues but their economic values 
have received less attention

� Parks become more and more model regions 
for sustainable development; hence also social 
and economic impact on rural regions has to be 
considered and monitored 

� Case studies exist where the local economic 
impacts of parks have been estimated. The 
applied methods vary a lot resulting in 
incomparable results
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Foto Thema II

Trend Scenario or Worst Case Scenario?
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Foto Thema II
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Parco Naturale Prealpi Giulie (ITA)

Triglavski Narodni Park (SLO)

Nationalpark Nockberge (AT)
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Local  
Actors

Moggio Udinese 2005
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Thougths beyond indicators

� Who is user of results?

� Quantitative – Semiquantitative – Qualitative 

� Trends directly attributeable to parks activities?  

� Most Monitorings are beeing conducted 1 x

� Pareto Principle

- 80% of results with 20% of input 

� Implementing vs Researching

� k.i.s.s. = keep it short + simple
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Schedule of Monitoring

• Phase 1: Development

• Concept for Monitoring 

• Development of Methods

• Database development 

• Phase 2: Regular Monitoring

• Data collection

• Data analysis

• Interpretation of results

• Recommendations 
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Data

� Experts opinion

� Census 

� Tax data

� Field survey

- Students

- Volunteers 

� Sampling: how much to count and where? 

� Case studies  
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Quantitative Indicators - Visitors

� Number of visitors

� Number of over night stays

� Average visitor (daily) spending

� Models: Economic impacts estimated by 
applying the visitor spending information to a 
set of economic ratios and multipliers for each 
park 

� Number of Jobs supported by the visitors, 
including part time and seasonal positions
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Example: Tourist spending

� Accomodation: 35%

� Eating and drinking: 20%

� Mobility: 15%

� Misc: 15%

� Recreation: 8% 

� Regional products: 7%

Source: Seidl & Weiler, 2001:  Economic impact of National Park designation of the Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison on Montrose County, Colorado. 
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Quantitative Indicators - Agriculture

� Number of farms selling typical products to 
visitors 

� Number of farms with quality brands 
cooperating with Park

� Estimated turnover of typical products

� Number of employees related to typical 
products 
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Quantitative Indicators – Parks Effects

� Economic benefits of Parks to local 
communities: 

- Park operations – employees 

- Construction activities 

- Purchases of goods and services from local 
suppliers

- Research and Monitoring activities

- Educational activities

- Voluntary activities 
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Quantitative Indicators – Population

� Percentage of young people in the region

� Number of (qualified) jobs in the region

� Household incomes in the region 

� Commuters

� Social networks 

� Cost of living in the region

� Awareness: 

• Volunteers working for the park

• Public events
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Success Factor Analysis
Key Actors

Involvement of the Public

Relieable partners in Region

Powerful Partners outside

Adequate Resources

Suitable Region

Guidelines, Certificates

Quality of Products

Communication

Evaluation and Controlling
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