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Main element
• Conference of Kiev, May 2003: Carpathian 

Convention
• Article 4.5. 
– “The parties shall cooperate in developing an 

ecological network in the Carpathians, as an 
continuent part of the Pan-European Ecological 
Network, in establishing and supporting a 
Carpathian Network of Protected Areas, as well as 
enhancing  conservation and sustainable 
management in the areas outside of protected 
areas.” 



Rich biodiversity

• Large carnivores – 8000 
brown bears 



• 4000 
wolves

• 3000 
lynx



Forests• Over 70% of the area – covered by forests

• Large areas of virgin forests



Flora
• Around 400 endemic 

species
• 1/3 of Europe’s flora



People
• Traditions
• Spiritual culture
• Folklore
• Architecture and rural 

landscape



Threats

• Unsustainable rural development



Unsustainable infrastructure 
development



Unsustainable tourism



Lack of financial support



Management of recently 
restituted and privatized land, 

including forests



Objectives of CNPA

• Support the relevant work and activities 
from the Biodiversity Protocol of the 
Carpathian Convention

• Development of a thematic network
• Support for the creation of an ecological 

network
• Creating  and running a communication 

network



• Protected areas larger than 100 ha
• Protected areas with their own staff or a responsible 

administrative body
• In the future, complete list (including also PAs smaller 

than 100 ha) should be compiled

     Types of protected 
areas included in the CNPA





Total area of major PAs (2.7 mil ha)
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• Priorities for the cooperation:
– Forest management inside PAs
– Protected area management (including GIS as a tool)
– Tourism (impacts of tourism and regional benefits by 

sustainable tourism)
– Implementation of EU legislation in nature protection (in 

particular the NATURA 2000 network)
– Large carnivore management

Previous CNPA 
Questionnary - 

results



Concrete actions
• In response to the questionnary results:
– NATURA 2000 Colloquium in Neukirchen (2004)



• In response to the questionnary results:
– NATURA 2000 Colloquium in Neukirchen (2004)
– Integrated management of protected areas 

workshop – Mala Fatra (2006)

Concrete actions



• In response to the questionnary results:
– NATURA 2000 Colloquium in Neukirchen (2004)
– Integrated management of protected areas 

workshop – Mala Fatra (2006)
– Management of tourism and sustainable 

development in protected areas – Piatra Craiului 
(2006)

Concrete actions



Webpage

www.
carpathianparks.org







Logo



WWF DCP Project

• Training programmes 
for PAs staff
– Park management
– Training of trainers
– Community outreach
– Tourism development
– Public awareness

• Clearing House 
Mechanism

• Management 
Efectiveness Tracking 
Tool adapted for the 
Carpathian conditions 



CNPA Institutional Arrangements – 
 CNPA Conference – unofficial body
 The Parks Conference of the Carpathian network of protected areas is 

an entity for the CNPA administrations and meets every two years. It 
discusses and agrees on the strategy for cooperation between the 
Carpathian PAs. 

 CNPA Steering Committee
 The CNPA Steering Committee was established by COP 1, it is 

composed of CNPA Focal Points of each Carpathian country, 
designated internally by the responsible authorities. The SC approves 
the work plans for the CNPA. The SC meets at least twice a year.

 

 CNPA Unit
 The Implementation Unit for the CNPA is the permanent body which 

implements and coordinates the activities envisaged by the CNPA 
work program and reports to the CNPA Steering Committee.



September 2008
First CNPA Conference

Together with the 
Europarc Conference

Location:
Poiana Brasov

Period:
23-24 September



CNPA for the Parks
• Experience exchanges 

– common working 
groups

• Development of 
common projects on 
various topics, among 
interested PAs

• Common approaches 
in trans-boundary or 
similar areas

• Voice arguing for the 
PAs needs within the 
CC frame

• Easier creation of an 
ecological network

• Broader/common 
awareness activities

• Partner for the 
relevant organizations 
with activities in the 
CNPA region
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