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Perception?

Impact?
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Semi-structured interviews (n=24 + 12)

Questioning and methodology

What is the place of wildlife 
in the visitor’s relationship 

to the alpine space ?

To which extent is wildlife 
taken into account in the 

organisation of sport 
practice?

Questionnaire survey (n=174+384) Visitors typologies
Quantitative analysis

Speeches analysis
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Social demographic profile
➯ Mostly men

➯ Over 31

➯ University degree

➯ Monthly income over 2 000€.

➯ Bigger proportion of 
managers/self-employed 
professionals

➯ Live near the site of practice

Mode of practice

➯ Visitors practice ski touring/snow shoeing often and at a good level

➯ The main reason for practicing the activity is « the contact with nature »

Visitors’ profiles
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Visitors’ profiles
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Visitors’ familiarity with the territory
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Visitors’ familiarity with the territory



➯ 2/3 of visitors were able to watch wildlife during their outing in the Bauges

➯ Pleased « We are always happy to see animals »
➯ Amazed « We are transfixed, it’s awesome », « I was blown away and amazed »
➯ Ordinary « I am a bit bored of it because we see them often »
➯ Suprised « I came face to face with a chamois, it was as suprised as me! »
➯ Scared « I met a sow and her young, it was a mix beteween beauty and fear »
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Perception of wildlife



I	am	

Often/very	much	a	source	of	disturbance		 11%	

Rarely/not	very	much	a	source	of	disturbance	 53%	

Never/not	at	all	a	source	of	disturbance	 36	%	
	

➯ Familiarity with the territory doesn’t explain the visitors’ 
perception of disturbance
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Perception of disturbance
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➯ Visitors associate sudden flight with disturbance
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Perception of disturbance

➯ What does influence 
the perception of 

disturbance?
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Attitude towards wildlife refuge zones 
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Access to the zones
➯ Lack of information « We got the information after, as they are not on the map »
➯ Quality of the snow «It’s a really good slope with great powder snow »
➯ No animals in the area « There weren’t any animals or any animal tracks because 
at this season they stay down in the forests »
➯ Refusal of a limitation of personal freedom « I’m fed with being told what to do 
and with having my freedom restricted»
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Attitude towards wildlife refuge zones 
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Use of sensitive areas cartography
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« Respecter c’est protéger »



➯ Lack of information « In the Bauges there is a hunting reserve and I 
never really know whether I can go with my dog or not and if it’s all 
year long »

➯ Itinerary guides «There is an itinerary that goes into a protected 
zone and yet we can find it on skitour»

➯ Signs visibility « It should be indicated from the car park. If it was 
clearly indicated, it would be respected»

➯ Deliberate disrespect of the signs « On the top left there is a big 
sign that reads ‘Black Grouse reproduction site, do not enter’. Nets are 
useless »
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Issues related to information

March 4th 2016 – Workshop Wildlife and Winter Sports Activities , Lescheraines 14/15



March 4th 2016 – Workshop Wildlife and Winter Sports Activities , Lescheraines 15/15

Introduction Methodology Results Conclusion/Perspectives

Perspectives



Thanks for your attention !
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